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Fr^nk  Y.  Hill 

AXXORA'EY  A.X  T.AW 
MKXJOAN-AMBBttOAIf  B,4JTK  BUH-BINe 
l^REDO,  TbXIAJB 


May  16,  1947 


Dr.  Louis  ^.  ^^arren,  Director, 
Lincoln  i^ational  Foundation, 
Fort  VVayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  ^ir'- 

I  herewith  enclose  photostat  of  news  item 
and  cut  of  a  trophy  ounce  belonging  to  Abfaham 
Lincoln.     The  news  item  explains  how  this  trophy 
came  into  possession  of  my  family  and  is  in  full 
of  the  history  of  the  object  as  far  as  we  know, it. 
We  assume  it  is  authentic. 

The  trophy  is  in  the  possession  of  my 
mother  Mrs.  L.  D.  Hill  and  she  wishes  to  place 
it  in  some  Lincoln  Museum  but  we  have  been  unable 
to  determine  the  best  place  for  it.    We  understand 
you  are  interested  in  the  life  of  -i^braham  Lincoln 
and  are  writing  to  you  to  see  if  you  will  please 
advise  us  whom  we  should  contact  in  placing  this 
trophy  in  the  best  museum. 

We  shall  appreciate  very  much  any  suggestion 
you  may  make . 


Yours  very  truly 
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Abe  Lincoln  Once  Won  This 
In  Rail-Splitting  Contest 


!  ThU  bronze  trophy  was  once  ivon  by 
[Abe  Lincoln  in  a  "rail-split"  contest 
In  1834,  according  to  an  Inscription  on 
iUt  elde  ot  the  pitcher.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Toung,  Nash- 
ville, and  -was  brought  to  him  by  Judge 
and  Mrs.  L.  D.  HIU,  who  recently  vls- 
Itod  Mrs.  Neva  Young  Hooil,  a  cousin 
fi  Mrs.  Hill's,  at  Santa  Rosa,  Cal. 
Mrs.  Hootl  Is  the  only  living  descend- 
ant of  Dr.  Byrd  Young,  who  eml- 
gruted  from  Jackson  county,  Tinnej- 
*i,ee,  to  California,  In  1867.  He  haa  Juai 
flnlahed  medical  achool  at  Pbllade'ipMa> 
wher«  fa*  had  al«o  married,  and  became 
on*  of  th«  moft  auootuful  physicians 
•(  tb*  taHtftJSo^'i  MCtlon,  whcr*  ha 
mhS  hi*  7«ttB|r  trl^locatad  after  driv- 


ing- across  the  country. 

The  pitcher  came  into  the  family 
through  Dr.  Y''oung,  who  received  the 
btenzo  trophy  from  a  friend  who  had 
gone  to  California  from  Kentucky. 

The  pitcher  was  evidently  designed 
as  a  hlding^  place  for  valuables.  It  la 
not  open  at  the  top,  and  several  screws 
which  control  the  door  to  the  compart- 
mf.nt  are  cleverly  concealed  In  the 
scroll  work  at  the  side.  Inalde  la  In* 
scribed  the  date  1318  and  beneath  the 
following  Inscriptions: 

"Won  by  Rio  de  Janerio  In  shooilns 
contest  In  Hlo  de  Janeiro  City.' 

Beneath  this  Is  th*  following 

"Won'  by  Abe  Lincoln  In  rall-apllt 
contest,  1854." 
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Jtoj  19,  19^7 


Mr»  IVank  Mil 
I^ioan-A!B0ricaa  Bank  Building 
LtrodOj  Texas 

%  de»r  Mr.  Hills 

I  ro^est  ®»e®Bdi2igly  tliat  vm  do  not  faoilitieB 
for  displaying  i^e  t^pc  of  aeteriaX  whioh  .you  liave  in  yoia* 
pos34Ki0ioii  so  o  lively  asaoclatcd  vltli  /ilice>aliam  Linaola* 

If  you  will  trrite  to  the  Illiooia  State  Lil)rary 
at  l^ii^ield,  Illiaois,  I  thiai^  it  is  quite  likely  tii«jy 
vould  "b©  pleased  to.-  rae^sive  "UtiS  irtterestix^s  aurio, 

'^asDk  you,  aevarfcheleaa,  fear  callliag  it  to  tyax  att®a- 
tioa       witli  jroiar  pemiaaicm  we  should  be  glad  to  feeap  ttie 
olippio^  for  oiir  file,  as  w  often  Itave  ioquir  ieiir  about 
oilier  things* 

Very  truly  yours, 


Dircotor 
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